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33) 
[0032] 

Note, for searching and effectively using the 
photographic image data stored in the image server 6 at a 
later time, each photographic image data should be stored 
under the different file names in the image server 6 . There 
will not be any problem if photographic image data before 
being transferred to the image server 6, namely, when stored 
in an internal memory of a digital camera, have unique file 
names including, e.g., names of users who took the 
photographs. However, most digital cameras use sequential 
numbers as file names, and therefore, if the photographic 
image data are transferred with such file names, there may 
be file names which coincide with each other. 
[0033] 

Therefore, in transferring the photographic image 
data, the image server 6 decides file names, which do not 
coincide with another file name and are different from the 
file names used in the internal memory, and the photographic 
image data are stored under the decided file names. The 
file names are automatically decided using, e.g., 
information inputted by a keyboard or image sensing 
property information added to the photographic image data 
using a function of digital cameras, by following 
predetermined rules . 
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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily and effectively 
preserve and utilize photographed data by providing a 
media reading means for reading photographic image 
data, stored in removable media and transferring these 
data to an image server and a means for accessing 
preserved image data and access for utilizing them. 

SOLUTION: This system has an image server 6 provided 
with a large capacity disk, various means for 
transferring the photographic image data, photographed 
by a digital camera 1 to the image server 6 and 
preserving these data, and means for effectively 
utilizing the preserved data. For the camera to preserve 
data into the image server, a memory card is provided 
with a card reader 2 and for direct connection with the 
digital camera, an interface cable 3, docking station 4 
and infrared receiver 5 or the like are provided. 
Although as the mode of service, there is available 
circulation of photographic image data, etc., but a 
monitor 7 to be directly connected to the image server 6 
and an input device 14 such as a keyboard are provided 



for such a purpose and a printer 9 and a media drive 10 
are provided for a print order, etc. 
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